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"Me 


the Hamotrs of the Peo- 


acerning your late Difcourfes of Naval Af- 
ins the Facks.and t4tgh- Flyers fay “tis none of 
rir Bofinefs to meddie wih Publick matters, 
bof things are to be managed ‘by the Queen 
4 Parliaments the Publick Officers fay you 
Paying Rogue, and that you Queftion the 
nutation of fuch as the Government hes 
ought fit to Prefer or Continue in Offices ; 
hers fay 





Befeech you; let me Anfwer the Charge of 
efe people Paragy aph by Paragraph, Article by 
fice: 1 don’t love to be coniounded by ac 

mmolated Crimes: What's the meaning 
fallthis? Amot I an LEngh/hman? Have 
yo Lia Right to Property, as well asthe beft No- 
bleman inthe Land ? And may?nt-1 fay what 
pleafe in Defence of my Country, apd in op- 
pofition to fuch as thro” Avatice, Treachery jor 
Knavery, would) weoken.our Conftitution, and 
py Private Pirecics on the Publick Treafure,would 
mpoverith ‘the Nation, the Confequence of 
Nhich is Slavery tothe People? What do! 
ale the talk ‘df ‘Jacks and Aigh-Flyers? They 
urefuch as have mifled Princes totheir Deftru-. 
tion: they: avefuch at have ever Confederated 
againft the trae datereft of our Gokniiry, thoy 


ido watch all opportunities to embroil the State ; 
ithey are fuch svhofe ill word is a Reputation, 
and whofe Calumnies and Reviling is a Reeom- 
mendation of a Perfon to Memof:Probity and 
Honefty; Good (Man, 1 would not be withouc 
theirbad Word 5 if I had their Eftecm, | thould 
think my ielf the moft defpigable aad difhoneft 
Creature imtheldniwerfe. 
w Tis trae, sheNavy ef England is the Care 
cof ithe Queen and Parliament, more am mediate- 
As yetis it every Bodies canepwhois a Na- 
‘tive of this our Realm. ’¥is avr Navy, we 
‘Maintain id aboaur Gharge, andothe Safety of 
‘out Nation; thebiberties and Properties of ail 
the goad -people of Englanddo depend uponit ; 
sand fo we bawedthe grease reafon in the 
World totaké notine of itsmanagement: The 
‘Queen and: Bar bdzimeat cannéverckaow the A- 
bufes of the Navy, if they are.eat tdid of ic yand 
fuch as are acquainted with Mifmanagements 


Ought to make tiem Publick, for the Common ) 
Seed. I have faid nothing but what is matter 


Of FaG, aadetiotorioufly troe; and if Her Maje- 
ftyor the Parliament will examine into the 
fame, Pil provedt-alito.a Tittle. 

__ What thie’ Officers fay, 1°don’s value one 
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eat London, as I have done on their Talk | 


ol, Hold, Honeft Country-man, not too faft, | 


srefiich 25 hate:-tleprefent Government, and | 


After Obfervator, Inever |-Farthiog: I neither Love nor Fear the preateft 
took fo much Notice of | Knavein Exyiand: and I can tell.yeuthefe Men 


| had rather u¢et my Complaint on a Coffee- 
| Houle Table, in half a Sheet of Paper, thambe 
| obliged to anfwer to it at the Treaiury Board, 
| Or at a Committe of Parliament; they very well 
ksow the Truth of what | have faid, and are 
very glad that jeftice in England has {fo much 
Lead cy’d to her Feet, as to obftruct the {wift- 
neis of her Motions: My Obfervations on Pu- 
blick AFzirs in che fhort time f have liv’d, have 
been of a piece, Juitice has met with tte 
fame Ruobbs in its way in one Reiga as ano- 
cher,and wiih never exert it felt by a natural 
; Motion, but muit force its way thro’ the ne- 
'_ceflity of the Publick “Affairs : We fhall never 
tink weil ef the Pubisck Safity, ciil we are 
brought to-thedaft Extremity; and if the Pre. 
vifton made for the Navy for the Year enfuing, 
Goes NOE put Us upon better Methods, Iam as 
apuch miftaken as ever any Man can'be,-in re- 
dation. to a Publick Affair. Bot proceed with 
your, Charge. Whar do others fay ? 
Coustry-m, Why they fay what yoo relate is 
,as,trug as the Gofpel, chat if thefe things be 
not amended the whole Navy of Exgland is 
fonk at oncé) that we and cur Ships are all Sai- 
ligg before the Wind to Deftrudtion; that tha 
Empite of the:Qcean is loft to Englemd, if our 










Men are not, better Lied, ue pi Victualied, 
This.is what the Sober fort Ot le talk. 
Obf. And thefe are the liketieft perfons to 


 havetruc Notions of Publick Affairs; for we 
cannot relye onthe Notions of Men who {peak 
thro’, Incereft, or in favour of a Party; and in- 
deed this has‘ been the Embaraflment, end will 
ibe the Ruinejof £xngiand, if not timely preven- 
ted: For when Jntiref,or being of a Party, Mall 
-eeeommend a petfon to a high Poft in tie 
, Navy, without any Reipect to his Knowledge 
or Accomplifhments for the Puft be poflelfes, 
the Nation lenguifhes under the Dead Weight 
ot Private Interef, and the Sailors lofe their 
Lives by the mifmanagements of Men, who ere 
prefersed only to get a Livelihood by the lofs 
of other Mens Lives, i don’c in the leaft que- 
_ftion the Prerogative of the Crown ia appoint- 
jbing, Officers forpplaces of Publick Profit and Truft ; 
but the Honefty of thofe Men is much to be 
» Queftioned, who recommend Perfous fot Em- 
|pployments, of _ whofe Capacities, they ate 
altogether ignoraat ; efpecially for Employ- 
ments on the good. management ofowhich, the 
Lives of Englifh- men, and the fafety ef the Ma- 
«tion fo much depends. | 
{1 d.can give no better Inftatice hereof then 
{inthe Victnaling, «where the Managers have 
teken more care 1o acauire yaft Eftates, than 


























_ to provide Wholefome Previfions for the Sai- 
lors, by which means, we have loft in ts years 
time perhaps more Men than would Man the 
Royal Navy of England, If an Account was 
taken of the Deietive Provifions caft tpon 
Sorvey in the late Reign, and fince Her Maje- 
fties happy Acceflion to the Throne, | make 
no Queftion but there have been as much Pro- 
° Vifions caft ivitto the Sea, as if it had been well 
cared would haveVidtualed the Navy for 2 or 3 
years; but che bad Provifions which have been 
eaten by the Sailors have done us the moft fen- 
fible prejudice; for hereby our Men have loft 
their Lives, alofs altogether irretreiveable to 
otr Country, and for which the Lives and E- 
ftates of the Managers can never make the Na- 
tion an ample Satisfaction. 

It would be matter of the higheft Refent- 
ment to any true Engli/hman to confiider how 
many T houfands of Sailors were loft in Nevii's 
Squadron by reafon of bed Provifions, when 
that Squadron winter’d in the Wef- Indies ; nor 
was it reafonable to think that Bread made of 
Peafe and other undue mixtures, fhould laft 12 
or i4 Months together in hot Climates, 

Country-m. Bread made of Peafe! Blefs me: 
Should | puta little Pea into my Servants bread 
3 fhould want Ploughmen to Till my Ground : 
Does the Nation allow no better Provifion for 
our Seamen? 

Obf.Yes,Sir,the Parliament allows all Species 
good in their kind, and a faffictent proportion 
of Provifions for every Sailor in the Navy; but 
they have been as much cheated of their Provi- 
fions both in Quantity end Quality,as they have 
been of their Pay and Regifter Money.{ cannot 
find inthe Hiftory of the Navy of England,that 
evet the Sailors were put to fhore Allowance 
in the Channel in view of the moft plentiful 
Country in the Univerfe, efpecially in times 
when the Reprefentative Body of the Nation 
allowed 124. per Man per Diem for the Vidtual- 


ing, when former Managers uied to’Victual at : 


74. 4d. and Contraction never Victualed above 
od. per Dice charge to the Government. 
Country-m, Pray, Sir, what do you mean by 
fhore Provifiems, and hort Allowance ? 
Obf. When the Victuallers are fhort in 
Stores, then the Sailors mnft be fhort in Provi- 


foonsand fo the Sailors are put 6 or 8 to 4 Meas 


Allowance; and in lieu,of chis they have Mony 
paid them (when they can get it) at about 7d. 
of 8d. per Dicm, when the Nation allows them 
12d. and this Management has been of a very 
ill Confequence to the Navy of England, for 
the Money which they receive for fhort Allow- 
ance,and by them is commonly called Pinch-gut 
Moncey, they Expend io Brandy (which is gene- 
sally our Male Spirits fold them by Bomb-boats) 
or on lewd Women; both which enervate their 
Strength,and render them unfit for Sea Sef vice: 
When as if they had their Provifions in propor- 
tion. and kind, they would bekept in Feart,and 
be able to nndergo their Daty. 
To fay our Sailors have been 
bad Frovifion, would be a hard faying, and 
efteem’d not worthy of Acceptation, by fuch 
who have thought fome of the Managers to be 
the better fort of Chriftians ; but lec the Sail- 
ors Evidence their Praéfice of Piety, and give 
the World an’ Account of their Barbarous U- 
fage. The taft Seflion of Parliament aComplaint 
was made to the Honfe of Commons concerh- 





| Board every Ship of War, according to bet 


poyfon’d by | 











ing a Fraud in Her Majefties Brew-hoys, 
Katberines; and it appeared to that Cog, 
that 26 Barrels of the firft Worts wer, 
away from the Sea Beer at every Brewip 
that fuppofe they Brewed according tor 
tient Cuftom of the Navy 27, Quarter of 
for 30 Tunsof Sea Beer,{ them the Sailgy 
of the ftrength of their Beer one Barry 
Quarter fave one, and let any one judge 
what fort of Beer the Ficet was Vidnalg 
that time; and that this had been the Prag, 
fome time in that Brewhoufe, Mr. Denn 
the general Surveyor far the Excife off, 
that Divifion made it plainly appear to the 
Committee from the Excife Books,and tha 
Complaint was laid before the Conamiflig 
of Excife and Victualing and alfo before 
then Lord High Admiral, yet no top was, 
to that abominable Practice, till fuch Tim, 
ig was laid before the Parliament; how py 
the Cafe is now mended, will appear, if an, 
count be taken of what Beer has proved¢ 
fective, and has been ftaved fince that time 

Country.-m. Lord have merey on the » 
Sailers, would I have written over every Shj 
Cabbin Door, Frem Plague Peftilence and Fam, 
deliver our Seamen Good Lord! But Mr. Obj 
tor, | heard thofe People talk of a fort of Seag 
ficer they call a Slop-Seller, pray what isthy 
Officer ? 

Obf. He’s the fame by Sea, as an Agent 
a Regiment is by Land, and e’en juft ash 
neft a Fellow. This Office crept into ty 
Navy thro’ the Sailors want of pay, fot th 
not being able to buy themfelves Cloat 
went quite Naked like a parcel of Tomd 
Bedlams, Mr. Slop-Selier took this Advanta 
of the Sailors Neceflities, and fo undertos 
with the Government to Cloath them 4 
what rate he pleafed; a very honeft Lad, 
call’d the Dutchefs of Portfmouth, procured s 
a Patent from Kiag Charles the Second to Mr. 
Slop-feller, that He: and only He fhould fer 
the Sailors of the Navy with Slops, fo that in 
Effe& his Majefty gave him hisCommiffion to 
cheat all the Sailors in his Service, ~ For Mr. 
Slop-feler fends a proportion of Cloaths on 
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Rate, and the Purfer of each Ship is obliged 
todflue thefe Cloaths to every Sailor ashe has 
Occafion, according to the Slop-fellers 

for which the Purfer receives 12d. in the poun 
for his Service herein; and when the Ship 
comes.on call, the Slop-money, is ftop’d at the 
Pay-T able, not without Allowance you may b 
certain: This Affair was before the Parliament 
about two or three Years ago, at which tim 
the Slops aboard Ship fell 251. per Cent 5 fo thit 
you may guefs what the Sailors paid before thst 
time for their Cloathing; and 1 cannot fed 
that the P on this Account at that time 
ordered by the Parliament to the ufe of Gree 
wich Hofpital, has ever yet been accounted for 
and this, Sir, is the State of the Sailors Slops. 

- Country-m.*Then miferable is. the State ° 
the poor Sailors, | 


Advertifement, | 


‘11S isto certifie all Gentlemen, That there is bs 
'T had the Second and Third Volume.of the Poft-Ange 

to compleat the Pirft ; or an other Month of te, 
Second and Third Volume, at Hertonable Rares, Sold 
Edward Bel/, at the Cornet of Bow-Lane, Chis fede. 
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